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7STORY of the Sultans Royal Hospitalityand of-

1he Grists Precipitated by an American
i
Tiger

or the Fourth Cheer That Was Misunderstood
t I

f

t
I By Rear Admiral Charles D Sigsbce U S N

t
I iCopjrlsbt 1010 by the New York Reid Co AU debts rervfd1

T the time of which I write the late Sultan of

the Ottoman Empire Abdul Hamld II hind

I reigned ten years Apparently he was then

well liked by those Americans who crime under

his personal Influence To some of them he

hind shown conspicuous courtesy
l Twentythreo years afterward In April 1009 he

t
was forcibly dethroned by his own subjects mid with

public accusations of shocking misrule Perhaps the

interest that attaches to his fateful history may lend
I

something to my story of his royal hospitality to the

personnel of the older ICe arsarge at Constantinopleprece
Back In the eighties was

r I Unltcd States to keep n force of three war vessels In
I

I I the Mediterranean Commonly one of them was sta-

tioned

¬

t i
I lnhe Levant rfs the waters of the extreme
I

eastern Mediterranean are sometimes called It was

there that the American missionary and educational
I t

I f interests were greatest

i
I At the time of my story one vessel had been sent-

I home and had not yet been replaced The two veg
t f

sets that remained on the station for service were the

Pensacola commanded by Captain George Dewey
I

I and the Konrsargc commanded by myself then a
I

commander In rank The Pensacola was the flagship

f i I

of Rear Admiral Samuel It Franklin commander In
I chief of the Mediterranean station Both vessels had

I

I
I seen service In the civil war wherein the Kearsargb

I hnd gained European prestige by sinking the Con-
I

¬

II i federate cruiser Alabama oft Chelbonrg
t Early In June 1SSO the two ships were at Smyrna

Tit hearse rgo had been kept In the Levant but the
l

Pensacola had Joined recently from the westernr r Mediterranean and thei two vessels had cruised J n

company along the coast of Syria In the forenoon of

t June 4 I was surprised by a signal from the flagship
directing me to stow our forecastle guu In the hold

r

t i a queer use for guns Thus tho Kcarsargc was re-

duced

¬

from n seven gun ship to a six gun ship Tho
next day the commander In chief transferred his flag1
to the Kearsarge for a visit to Constantinople Thep rule for the passage of the Dardanelles by war yes ¬

gels was very rlgkL A flrraan or permit from the
Sultan was necessary and none was conceded to any

Ti vessel mounting more than six guns Therefore the
rule explained the disablement of one gun of the
Kearsarge and the temporary abandonment of the
more powerful Pensacola as a flagship The Rear

l carge left Smyrna on the satneiday

In the forenoon of the following day we anchored-

in the Dardanelles under time forts of Chanuk there-

toI await the firman of the Sultan To make clear my
I further story It may be well to bring to mind that

N

from west to east the Mediterranean Sea the Sea of
i I

Marmora and the Black Sea are in chain The first
two are connected by the Dardanelles or Hellespont
as the strait was called In ancient times The second
and third seas are connected by tho Bosphorus a

i
i similar strait Constantinople Is on the European side

of the Bosphorus close to the Sea of Marmora
Chanak and Its fortifications ore near ancient Abydos

i the place where the fabled Leander swam the Helles ¬

pont to meet Hero and where Lord Byron repeated
t the feat of Lcandor

In that locality also Xerxes bridged the strait with
I1t boats for the passage of his army

f Beaten by a Girl
II Alas for the fame of Leander and Byron At Con- ¬

stantinople I met a Swedish ladynow a princess
t

who swam the Bosphorus at Thcrapla a suburb of
Constantinople lying near the Black Sea entrance

j I Her accomplishment equalled that of Leander and
I Byron at Abydos The danger at both crossings lies

in the swift and eddying currents for the mere dis-
t

¬

tance from shore to shore Is much within time swim
jl mlng record of many a modern girl In her teens

Tho Dardanelles at the place where Leander and
Byron swam their names Into romantic history la

ono and onequarter miles wide While the Boa
pborua at Therapla Is only slightly more than half

r
S as wide the close constriction of its channel us well

to as tho natural features of the bottom produce the
swifter currents and the more treacherous eddies

But all this time we have been waiting for the Sul-
tansr finnan The ticking oil of Turkish red tape Is

I proverbially slow so we had expected to wait long at-
CLnuuk GreaUy to our role however tho titian
clinic off to the Admiral In time to enable us to re
uuajc out passage the same day This unexpected
promptness was auspicious for Indeed the whole
course of our Islt thereafter flowed smoothly We
arrived Il t Constantinople on the Oth and anchored
lu the Bwphorus close In to the shore of the city
Then with a hawser runic fast to n local mooring
buoy astern wo were all ouug and ready for events

Ubanco lied indeed favored the Kearsarge Wo
were at Constantinople the city of mirage where the

i broad sweep of Christianity finds its edge and scat-
ters

¬

into the Orient where olden customs mid cos-
tumes survive In the races that lag but are now como
to meet the restless ft la mode of the Western world
the city of magical environment and of Immediate and

r
I

continuing interest to the Western visitor But I am
writing rather of an incident of our delightfulvisit

f U visit that was full of Incidents both public and
private

Our yMt wag Biadu durinc the uerlod devoted JP

j y

f

uunlly by the Mohammedans to their thirty lays se-

vere
¬

fast of Ramadan and to the three days festival
of Balram that follows Some of us saw salamllk
or the weekly military ceremonial of the Sultans
public appearance at a mosque for prayer

The Admiral was received by the Sultan In person
and with his staff Including myself attended that
most exclusive and gorgeous of official Indoor func-

tions

¬

the Sultans annual reception of the dignitaries-
of his Empire at tho palace of Dolinii Bughchl on time

Bosphorus We joined with the lurks In dressing
ship and tiring salutes In honor of that event Also

we were taken by olllcluls to the famous treasury on
Scrftgllo Ioint where we saw the jewels gt mighty
Sullnus of time past as well as brunt quantities of un ¬

cut precious stones huddled In bulk

Many other places of Interest were visited includ-
ing

¬

palaces mosques anti Robert Collage an Ameri-
can

¬

institution aud the American School for Girls at
Scutalrl on the Asiatic side of the Bosphorus Natu-
rally

¬

we wore proud of those admirable evidences of
American spirit that attracted students from afar
and from mummy nations and peoples-

We attended tho annual cxerclses of the girls
school and were amused at the little arts and graces
that those foreign girls had acquired and which pro
peculiar to American girls One girl an Armenian 1

think read an essay In English entitled I3lbo
which was full of quiet humor After discussing tho
physical types and the use and misuse of elbows she
showed how they corresponded with the mental trails
and activities of different peoplb The essay was
cleverly written mind would pass as current literature-
at Vassar or Wellesley

The Dinner
But we were lending up though unknown to our-

selves
¬

to the crowning honor of the Kcarsarges
visit About July u the Sultan declared hits intention
through Mr Cox the American Minister to give a
dinner to the Admiral and tho olllcors and men of the
Kcarsargc HIs Majesty called for tho number that
could he expected A goodly number tens named
but not large enough It appeared for tho degree of
bospltnllly that was Intended 0

The Sultan desired that the number beIncreased
A regulation of the navy lutorrtosed somewhat It
limited absence from the ship at one time to onehalf
of the olliccrs and cross and proscribed that there
should always be maintained on board tin organized
forco that would be effective for any emergency 1

myself feared that there was a limit to the number of
our enlisted men who could trust themselves to guagc
their drinking to the extremely nice demands of a
royal dinner

Good Intentions sometimes drown quickly fn strong
Demon Hotter to have remained awav from Coustan

n Jjl J J II r

ttnoplc than to weaken the favorable Impression that
had led to the Sultans hospitality The Admiral se-

lected
¬

a delegation of officers and after a careful
study of the conduct records I named flftyflvo of thu
crew as the limit of men who could be spared The
Sultan was diplomatically Informed In the matter-
th t is to say with such explanation as the American
Minister deemed It well to submit

On July 7 the day of the dinner haircuts and

I t
sliuves and shines were In order on the forward decks
of tho good old Kcarsargc At halfpast fire oclock
the selected guests left the ship In the ships boats
each member of the party arrayed In the full flower
of his wardrobe We entered the Golden Horn passed
the fatuous Bridge of Bouts mind landed at the Marine
Arsenal on time eastern shore Uniformed ofliccrs and
men met us at the sea wall mud conducted us to the
Marine Palace within the domain of the Arsenal

At the Palace our olliccrs were received by dlstln
cuishcd members of the Sultans otllclal family Cud
by officers of the Turkish army mid navy We were
given most cordial greeting Time men of our crew
were taken to other rooms and were not seen again by
their officers niitll all had dined The Sultan was rep-

resented
¬

by his Minister of Marine It lad not been
expected by us that Ills Majesty would bo present In
person for his life was one of studied seclusion Time

American Minister and members of his diplomatic
staff joined our party at the Arsenal

Soon wo were taken in charge individually led
to the dining saloon In procession The conversation
at the table was In both English and French As to
that feature and all other features the banquet was
exceptionally pleasing The elderly Paella on my left
had been to the United States on souse special naval
mission and spoke English well The cuisine wits vir-

tually
¬

French but with touches of distinctively Turk
Jth preferencefor example the coffee Simple but
very rich ornaments and service were characteristic-
of the setting If memory serves me right the colfce
cups were of dentate china ware Inlaid with precious
stones Otherwise the service throughout was of rich
silver and gold In every way It was manifest that
the dinner was given under time royal dictation
Doubllc s that beautiful service came from the royal
household i

The murmur of conversation coming from an ad-

Joining room showed that our men were enjoying
Ihoinselvos mind so we were told thou menu was pro
clsily that of the table at which their ofliccrs were
dining With them were soldiers and Bailors from the
Turkish nimy and navy The Koran forbids to time

faithful the use of spirituous and fermented liquors
but hospitality made DO denial to the Christian guests
that night Did the Turkish gentlemen indulge In

them Candidly I forget Memory shuts out local
color on that point Hut naming educated mind r-

oiled

¬

Mussulmans permit themselves rather a free
choice as to drinking line lower social classes are
strict observers of the injunction CoiTcc is henat-

ional
¬

tipple It is drunk many times a clay by
those who cult afford I-

tOratory a Burden
Like most naval officers of that day the Admiral-

was alarmed ut any prospect of making an address
lie had formally requested that he be not called on
for that purpose I know not holy the Admiral felt
My own tlrst public tall was made In obedience to
an unprecedented telegram from time Secretary of tho
Nan which Directed mu to luke the next train1

<>

iI
>

t <

from New York to Chicago to attend a banquet In

honor of the President of tho United States and to

be prepared to respond to a toast to the navy Five

minutes before I was called to my feet before that
immense audience the correspondents of the press

nsled me what Intended to say I replied I dont
know T ask the prayers of my friends Yes I know
how the Admiral felt But to return to the Sultans
table v

r

i

°Like a Bolt from the Blue Came Alsoas the Men
Voluntary Contribution That Amiabl Dccp Throatc-
Aggregate Growl la Tiger

I

Mr Cux ala s a graceful and fluent orator made
nn appropriate address In our behalf and for once lu
his life withheld tho humor that bubbled within him
Mr Cox lauded International good will and rare
credit to the Orient for the boon of chemistry and
mathematics We sat long at table amid then retired-
In a body to another room where wo smoked and
converged Soon Lieutenant Staunton the Admirals
Hag lieutenant came to me anti said our entertainers
had asked the Admiral If ho would not like to address
his own men of the crow Time Admiral requested me
to serve as his proxy for the purpose I felt no hesi-
tation In addressing my own men certainly not if I
might thereby please the omninnder In chief We
went to the great hall or Iojpby where the men were

i assembled for smoking v
Time Turkish olliclals were alert and doubtless

eager to observe the attitude of ofllccr to man In the1
navy of a democratic nation Our men were In tine
but legitimate spirits i learned that they had agreed
among themselves to restrict their drinking of time

seductive champagne to one glass Sor each man anti
they hail kept the faith In my address I explained
to tho men the very exceptional nature or FIls Ma-
jestys hospitality and the abaenco of all hope on our
own part that we could ever make any adequate re-
turn

¬

in kind
nut said I we can at least give expression to

an appreciation that will match even this royal enter-
tainment

¬

Then I called for three cheers for ills
Majesty the Sultan null they were given with a
will I had observed that till Turks grove lJn tone
cheer to the Sultan so our own three cheers must
have been Impressive

Resenting I i urn I tided the men that the Sultan had
brought us Into closo company that night with mem-
bers of time Turkish army timid navy nod I called for
mother throe cheers this time for tin Turkish army
and navy Again the chrers rung out lustily and
pleasure Illumined the faces of our Turkish friends
Wo wore doing good dynamic work hut the climax
approached

I next told the mon that we had Just learned that
whilu wo were dining the Sultan hud caused a steamer
to be sent alongside the Kearsarge with precisely the
snide dinner for the officers and imii who laud not
been so fortunate as to Join us on shore Tim effect
of this news wus electrical Nothing could have
pleased the men more When the murmur of dclifehc
had subsided I saidMeu it wears that Ills MoJ

tt1 j 1 i r

J I 4l 1 ifi

csty has forgotten nobody tonight neither shall i
t

t-
hree cheers for the whole Ottoman Empire

The Tigers Growl
The limit of voice of every mina went out then Into

the cheers that followed but like a bolt from the
bhfc came nlsons the mens voluntary contribu-
tion

¬

that amiable deep throated aggregate growl a
tiger

Immediately there was Inquiring astonishment If

6h
1

lI

not consternation among the Turkish officials What
was tho meaning of that growl

That and other questions were asked Mr Cox With-
no small concern Mr Cox hastened to me and said In

va low voice We ore of course familiar with the
tiger at home but what does It mean I have never

analyzed the moaning What shall I tell them For
a moment I was at a loss Doubtless I was hold re-

sponsible
¬

for tint unexpected growl aud at a royal
dinner

Happily a thought conic to me I replied to Mr
Cox In ruttier a loud voice Having made known our
sentiments in our cheers the tiger expressed con-

fusion but amiably to tho e who would refuse to
join with us

Mr Cox beamed wisely Returning to the Minister
ot Mailnc ho made it plain that the tiger was In-

tended
¬

by the men as an enthusiastic anti truly Amer
Uan evidence of further good will and It was In tact
so intended The seeming contretemps was dispelled
International relations were onto more up and about
and still more strongly cemented Undoubtedly the
Sultan was informed of every detail of that dinner
especially as to the way in which our men hind en-

riched time sentiment of the occasion with a wild
American tiger Certainly his representatives were
In the end both amused and complimented

The dinner was over We intiirnoil to our boats
under escort timid found that the Bridge of Boats nUll
the shores of the Golden Horn were Illuminated In
honor of tho Sultans guests Pleasant words were
exchanged and we returned to the Kcarsarge ns wn
came It was trueall who had remained on board
hail peen served with the wale royal feast and the
liquid part had culled for much nicety of executive
action lest the nary regulations be trampled upon

The Sultan must have been pleased for the next
day he sent his oldest son Prince Sellm then only
sixteen to visit the Kearsargo to express Ills Maj
estys satisfaction In our coming to Constantinoplo
and to give us the Imperial greeting All hands
wore called aft and the Prince addressed them to
that effect We left Constantinople on July 0 and
on time 12th arrived at Syra Greece whero the Ad-

miral
¬

transferred his slag hack to the PcnsrColn
Afterward when the Ivearaarye returned alone to
Ottoman waters it was found that tho news of the
Sudanis dinner had preceded us and that officials
hind received commands from the Porte to do us
honor At Beirut Syria tho Governor of the prov-
ince

¬

visited the whip and was kind enough to sjiy
I saw the line manner In which you approached rho

shore rapidly anti came to anchor promptly It was
worth> o the ucleut reuutmiou of the Kearsurg-
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